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INTRODUCTION

This Client Project began as a geographic study of the Thai community in Los
Angeles, to determine whether or not such a community existed, define its boundaries,
and map the existing businesses and institutions that would constitute an official city
designation of "Thai Town." As this research was being conducted, a grassroots effort
was underway in the East Hollywood area of Los Angeles by a group of Thai business
owners and residents who had formed the "Thai Town Formation Committee {TTFC},"' a
committee formed to lead a campaign for a Thai Town designation that would bring
tourism and economic prosperity to the area, while increasing cultural awareness and
Thai representation in the city. Working as Project Manager of Housing and Community
Economic Development for Thai Community Development Center (Thai CDC), [ was
given the opportunity to help organize the Thai community and develop a Thai Town
community development proposal that focused on East Hollywood as the area that would

become "Thai Town." The organizing component consisted of bringing together people
that represented different sectors of the Thai community in order to form a neighborhood

_ committee (the TTFC) that would serve as the voice of representation for the Thai
community at-large. As an organizer, [ had the opportunity to coordinate the outreach,
canvassing, and petition signing effort that would serve to educate and build broad-base
community support for a place called “Thai Town™ from residents in East Hollywood.
Several components in this Client Project were used to help build the case for a Thai
Town designation, including: maps illustrating the actual location of Thai businesses, and

demographic data supporting the concentration of Thais in the area. With the TTFC

' The Thai Town Formation Committee was an Ad Hoc committee formed by Thai Community
Development Center in Los Angeles on July 11, 1998,






