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As PM Candldate

® Congress High
Command on April 15
moved swiftly to scotch
speculation that Rahul
Gandhi may be the party’s
Prime Ministerial
candidate and said it was
against creation of any
climate of uncertainty
about incumbent
Manmohan Singh.

NEW DELHI - The AICC nipped
in the bud the speculation, main-
taining that the Congress’ concern
was for the stability of the office of
the Prime Minister.

A day after senior leader Arjun
Singh batted for Rahul to be pro-
jected as the Prime Ministerial
candidate in the next Lok Sabha
polls and it was endorsed by an-

Rahul Gandhi

other senior Congressman Pranab
Mukherjee on April 14, the signal
sent by the High Command was
that Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh was on a firm footing.

A clear indication to this effect
was given by AICC Media Depart-
ment Chairman M Veerappa Moily,
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Veteran Journalist Gopal

Raju Passes Away__

NEW YORK, NY. - Gopal Raju, who B o
founded the first successful ethnic news- 4
paper ‘India Abroad' in the United
States dled on April 10 after a briefill-
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U.S. Will Soon Notify H-1B
Visa Lottery Winners

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Employers
who paid US. Citizenship and Im-
migration Services {USCIS) an ad-
ditional $1,000 “premium pro-
cessing” fee to speed things up will
be notified within 15 days, or by
April 29, if their petitions were
selected.

If your H-1B visa petition was
among the 85,000 applications
the 115, government randomly se-
lected on April 14 for fiscal 2009,
keep a close eye on your snail mail,
1.5, Citizenship and Immigration
Services says it will be mailing out
notices no later than June 2 to
those petitioners whose “properly
filed” H-1B viza applications have
been selected to “continue to full
adjudication.”

That means emplovers should
know by early June which H-1B

visa candidates they'll be able to
hire starting Oct. 1, providing the
applicants make it through the
next stages, which include back-
ground checks, before the US.
State Department actually issues
the vigas,

ISCTS says it conducted two ran-
dom computer-generated selee-
tions April 14. The first lottery
drawing was on petitions qualify-
ing for the 20,000 master’s or
higher degree exemption. The sec-
ond selection was on the remain-
ing advanced degree petitions,
combined with the general H-1B
pool of petitions, for the 65,000
cap. USCIS received about 163,000
H-1B vizsa petitions between April
1 and April 7 that were eligible
for the random selections. That
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King Gyanendra’s
Rule is Over: Carter

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Echoing the
words of the fiercely republican
Maoists in Nepal, former 1JS Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter, who moni-
tored the landmark constituent
assembly polls in the Hima-
layan nation, has said King
Gyanendra is “in isnlatiun now
and his rule is over.”

The Atlanta-hased Carter Center
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